Glengarry Historical Society
SEPTEMBER 2011

SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

VOLUME 41, ISSUE 5

Dedicated to Preserving the History of Glengarry
The guest speaker for the September general meeting
will be Gary Dover, and his topic will be: "Ancient tools (and
their stories) from a lost pioneer era ". The way Gary explains
this is: "My pet theory is that if you take an era, superimpose a
tradesman with specific skills and a European background, include his or her tools of the trade, also take a very specific piece
of wilderness (in this case the area around Greenfield) a very
full story seems to emerge."
Gary says he is influenced in this by the Aubury-Maturin series
of Patrick O'Brien. Arrrr, mateys…..
Gary goes on to say: " this is my attempt to get at the crux of
what our ancestors actually went through in setting up their
homes and farms in a savage, unforgiving land with very little
supporting infrastructure (ie. roads, general stores, local communities, churches, law and order authorities etc..)."
He describes himself as having two careers - one very complete
career in the military, serving in the Black Watch, 1966-1970,
and then a number of positions and postings in the British Army
in Brunei, Hong Kong, Singapore, India, Nepal, UK, Northern
Ireland, Germany, Cyprus, and then in the Canadian Forces
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Intelligence Branch. His second career is closer to his
topic, in that he achieved a London City and Guilds diploma, Carpenter/Joiner in 1989, and the Rosemount
Technology Centre Montreal diploma, Cabinetmaker in
2001. With these credentials he is the Owner/ Instructor
of the Merlin Wood School of Traditional Fine Woodworking, 2001 to present. In the midst of all this he was able
to complete a BA at Concordia University in Social Psychology.

Help Save a Tree
We encourage the use of electronic mail to help us control
costs. Please submit your email address if you are comfortable with this format. You will also be able to enjoy the
newsletter in full colour rather than just B&W.
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Gary resides in Hudson, but is the owner of 50 acres of new
forest in Greenfield. He traces his ancestry as - Paternal:
James Dover, born Haddenham Bucks, arrived P.E.I 1840,
yeoman farmer. and Maternal: Pierre De Meux (Lemieux)

born Cantaloupe, Cherbourg, arrived Quebec 1640, cooper/
privateer.
It promises to be an interesting talk. Don't miss it!

Some of Garyʼs collection of pioneer tools
History Prize Winner
Samantha Curran, who graduated in June from Glengarry
District High School in Alexandria, is the winner of the 2011
Glengarry Historical Society Prize for History.

the BraveHeart program of therapeutic horse-riding for troubled or disabled children.
The GHS Prize for History is
a $250 prize awarded annually to a graduating high
school student who, in the
opinion of teachers, has
done well in history. It is
awarded on a rotating basis
to the five high schools accommodating students from
Glengarry County, that is,
Holy Trinity, Tagwi, Le Relais, Glengarry District and
Char-Lan.

The 17 year-old, who lives near Apple Hill, graduated with
an 87 percent average and a prize for creative writing as
well as the GHS history prize. She is going on to study history and creative writing at Concordia University in Montreal
this fall.
"I'm passionate about history," Ms Curran said. "I've always
enjoyed reading it." She listed the British monarchy, the Ancient World, and the Second World War as areas of particular interest.
Ms Curran appeared the last three years in the grand musical productions staged at GDHS.
She was born in Montreal, and has lived with her family at
Apple Hill for the past 11 years. Her mother is involved with

Volunteer Opportunites
If you are interested in volunteering with the Glengarry Historical Society or with one of its Museums, contact us for information
on available opportunities. We are always looking for dedicated individuals who wish to join in local heritage work, events and
programming.
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The Picnic at Ridgewood
This yearʼs annual picnic was hosted by Alfredo Brusorio at his
home, which is probably better described as an estate. The Ridgewood property is located just outside of Lancaster. The weather
cooperated wonderfully, and the event was most enjoyable all round.
The Glengarry Historical Society extends thanks to Alfredo Brusorio
for hosting the event, and especially for the impromptu tours of his
home.

Alfredo Brusorio
welcomes the GHS

Hugh Grice, newly of Cornwall, speaking on 'Ridgewood',
and on another fine McLennan
house which was 'By the
Lake', also on the McLennan 'Church in the Wildwood';
the first Anglican Church in
Glengarry

David Anderson provides
some historical facts.
Hugh P. MacMillan, one the GHS founders, enjoys the evening
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On Labeling Photographs

Fiske." The first tells us who we are looking at, the second
only whose wife she is!

If you enter every antiques and collectibles shop you come
across, as I do, it is almost certain that somewhere in the back,
in the dark, you will find a bin of photographs. It is the saddest
spot in the place, for these photos are orphans, like children
separated from their families during a natural disaster.

It is a good plan to label your old photos - and to begin
doing the same with any new ones you print for yourself or
to give away. Today will be history tomorrow, and if you
label your memories, you won't lose them. And your descendants, going through the collection, will not be left
wondering and frustrated.

A new bride and groom, a cherub-cheeked baby in his mother's
arms, a graduation photo, a social club annual, a young navy
man with his mother. Fresh pink faces but more often portraits
in black and white.

Modern cameras keep record of the date whether on the
print itself or in the associated data. For older SLRs, you
may have to keep a photo log. You can also take a photo
of the date and occasion right on the film so it is among the
negatives. You will still have to label the prints themselves.#
#
#
#
!
Mary Lynn Fiske

Touching scenes all, clearly ripped from family albums when
someone cleaned out the old house. These photos are abandoned now and up for sale because, um, no one knows who
these people are! We as shoppers recognize their iconic nature
and we may even want to buy one, but they do not resonate
because they are not OUR family. We know where OUR family
photos are, they're in the album upstairs in the washstand in
the room at the end of the hall.

What’s Happening ??
Stay up to date with coming events of the GHS, the
Glengarry Pioneer Museum and the NorʼWesters and
Loyalist Museum by regularly checking the GHS website
Museums/Events section.

The question is, when someone comes to clean out that room
many years hence, will anyone recognize the subjects?

www.glengarryhistoricalsociety.com
Late Breaking News! In April, Will Robertson gave a
presentation regarding British Home Children. You can
learn more on this topic at an upcoming Upper Canada
Village event: On Sept. 28, the first British Home Child
Day in Ontario, descendants and friends of British Home
Children will gather at Upper Canada Village near Morrisburg. It will be a day of story sharing and showing of appreciation for the contribution that these little immigrants
made to the country that became their home. If you would
like further information on this, please do not hesitate to
contact the organizing committee spokesperson, Carol
Goddard at: carol.goddard@sympatico.ca.

Who are these people?
Become a Member
Membership in the Historical Society means you are
an integral part in preserving local history. You are
invited to each of the regular meetings, which usually
feature an interesting guest speaker or presentation.
You will receive the Newsletter (several per year), and
advance notice of Historical Society events. Membership in the Glengarry Historical Society is $20 ($25,
Family) annually, or $200 Lifetime membership. The
Glengarry Historical Society is an affiliate of the Ontario Historical Society.

It is a good plan to undertake a labeling project now so that
your family photos do end up in the antiques shop's bin. Do not
let your family photos be orphaned! Think of it in the same way
you think of writing a will, providing for your kids in the event of
your untimely death. This is a job that is too often relegated to
the "I'll do it when I have time" list.
Start with names and dates. You may have to get input from
elderly relatives if the photos are from before your time. If you
can't find the date, then the approximate year will do. If you are
guessing, add a question mark. Noting the place or event
helps: "Fiske family reunion, Williamstown, 1976." The photographer's name is good, too.
Use a fine point permanent marker rather than a pencil or ballpoint pen, as it won't leave indentations on the front of the print.
Also, give people their own names, with maiden names indicated if that seems right, instead of stating their relationship to
the one doing the labeling. My family has photos labelled "Auntie Maggie Moss." The question is, whose auntie is she?
Whose last name does she bear? How much more useful is it
to read "Jessie Fiske (née MacNaughton)" than " Mrs Stuart
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