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Dedicated to Preserving the History of  Glengarry

Glengarry Historical Society

Help Save a Tree
We encourage the use of electronic mail to help us control 
costs.  Please submit your email address if you are comfort-
able with this format.  You will also be able to enjoy the 
newsletter in full colour rather than just B&W.

Glengarry Historical Society
Box 416
Alexandria, Ontario, K0C 1A0
June 2011, Volume 41, No 4, ISSN 0229-6705
www.glengarryhistoricalsociety.com

The Picnic

Date:  June 16, 6PM

Host:  Mr. Alfredo Brusorio

Place:  Ridgewood

 20763 Old Hwy No. 2

 	 (north service road of  401)

	 East of  Lancaster
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It’s ANNUAL PICNIC Time !!

Will it ever stop  raining??  The answer is YES - we have ad-
vance knowledge of great weather for the annual Picnic of the 
Glengarry Historical Society. On June 16, 6pm, bring along your 
garden chairs, some potluck picnic contributions, your favourite 
beverage,  and some friends who desperately wish to become 
new GHS members.
This  year we are  fortunate to  be the  guests of  Mr. Alfredo 
Brusorio,  of Ridgewood, a historic mansion located just a little 
east  of  Lancaster, built by John McLennan.  Some time in the 
1870ʻs,  Ridgewood became  the home of John McLennanʼs son 
Duncan, and his wife, Mrs. Duncan McLennan (Harriet Mair).

John McLennan was born in Williamstown, to parents John 
(Squire) McLennan and his first wife Margaret MacKenzie (of 
U.E. Loyalist descent). He initially became a merchant in Lan-
caster, but  went on to co-found the Montreal grain and shipping 
company known as J. and H. McLennan, with his brother Hugh.  
The company was later known as the Montreal Transportation 
Company.

A selection of internet photos of 
old-time picnics 

With the success of this company,  John McLennan 
built a fine house for himself outside of  Lancaster,  called 
“By the Lake”.  He became associated with the name and 
was locally known as John McLennan (By the Lake).   
John McLennan (By the Lake) went on to become the MP 
for Glengarry in 1878.  He only served for one term.

http://www.glengarryhistoricalsociety.com
http://www.glengarryhistoricalsociety.com
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The McLennan family built  the first Anglican church in 
Glengarry, St. John the Evangelist, also known as the 
Church in the Wildwood. 

Harriet  Mair, wife of Duncan McLennan, was born in 
Galveston,  Texas and was the first cousin of her husband. 
She went on to become active in the Red Cross of Glengarry, 
serving as its President from 1939-1942.

The family sold the Ridgewood property in 1929 and it 
became the Lovatt Hall Sanatorium.  The By the Lake prop-
erty  was demolished by the Ontario Government,  being 
deemed too expensive to keep,  and the Ridgewood house 
gradually fell into disrepair.  Glengarry County is indeed for-
tunate that in the late 1990s, the house was purchased by 
Mr. Alfredo Brusorio,  who began the process of restoring it to 
its former and possibly even greater glory.  

Although Mr. Brusorio was born in Italy, he is proud of 
his Scottish heritage and is active in the Black Watch Regi-
ment.  His family moved from Scotland to Italy in the middle 
ages,  under the original name of Brus (Bruce).  It  was ulti-
mately changed to Brusorio.  Alfredo Brusorio has performed 
near miracles on the restoration, pointing out  that when he 
purchased the property there was no roof on part of the 
house,  which indicates that the damage was extensive.  The 
grounds were virtually bare of trees.  He has brought in a 
number of beautiful pieces of antique furnishings and artwork 
which seem to reflect a bygone era of  the early days of 
Ridgewood.  Alfredo Brusorio is an internationally acclaimed 
artist.   His work is on display at the Galerie Lydia Monaro in 
M o n t r e a l .  M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e a t :   
http://www.galerielydiamonaro.com/artists/alfredo-brusorio

 
Scenes from Ridgewood

Volunteer Opportunites 
If you are interested in volunteering with the Glengarry Historical Society or with one of its Museums, contact us for information on 
available opportunities.  We are always looking for dedicated individuals who wish to join in local heritage work, events and pro-
gramming.

http://www.galerielydiamonaro.com/artists/alfredo-brusorio
http://www.galerielydiamonaro.com/artists/alfredo-brusorio
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Gordon Scott Campbell on “Crown-Aboriginal treaty 
making in Glengarry and beyond: from the Royal Proc-
lamation of  1763 to the Maa-Nulth First Nations Final 
Agreement of  2011”
Gordon Scott Campbell spoke at the general meeting on 
May 5.  As outlined in the minutes of the meeting, Mr. 
Campbell gave explanations of the meaning of aboriginal 
title (ceding of title), aboriginal rights, and straight rights.  
The differences play significant roles in the formation and 
understanding of the many treaties throughout Canada. 

Complicating the matter is the way in which many treaties 
are defined, as well as  the legitimacy of the parties in-
volved.  In a number of cases the physical land boundaries 
are ill defined (being described in terms with obscure mean-
ing such as the “distance a man can walk in a day”).  In 
other cases it is not entirely clear the signatories on both 
sides  had any authority (beyond their own) that they were in 
a position to negotiate a treaty.  Nonetheless, that is what 
we have to work with today.
Gordon described his own role in moving forward a number 
of West Coast treaties, 
and described his 
trepidations of travel-
ing in and out of re-
mote communities by 
small float planes. 
David Anderson 
thanked the speaker 
at the end of the 
presentation.

Alexander V. Cambell at the Nor’Westers and Loyalist 
Museum:  July 26, 7PM

Alexander V. Cambellʼs topic will be: Under the Shadow of 
War: Glengarry County, 1783-1812.
Glengarry pioneers established their families and livelihoods 
with the prospect of war constantly on the horizon.  Although 
geographically  isolated, our forefathers had to deal with the 
hostile challenges posed by American expansionism, revolu-
tionary (and subsequently  Napoleonic) France, and the de-
velopment of a pan-Indian confederacy led by the Shawnee.  
The presentation will describe the local impact of these inter-
national events since both imperial officials and Montreal 
trading firms tapped this areaʼs manpower resources to de-
fend broad British interests between 1783 and 1812.  Conflict 
with the United States—in which our NorʼWester and loyalists 
ancestors again played a distinguished role—was the inevi-
table result of the three tumultuous decades after the Peace 
of Paris.       

Upper Canada Village will be celebrating its 50th anni-
versary on June 25, 2011.  Plans are underway to mark this 
special occasion with a day of festivities, including a 50th 
anniversary exhibit and a colourful commemorative parade.  
The objective of this large-scale event is to look not only to 
the past but also to the future and to celebrate both the Vil-
lage and the community that has supported it through the 
years.

The commemorative parade in particular will be one of the 
highlights of the day.  They are inviting 
local organizations, such as 
schools, museums, agricul-
tural and historical socie-
ties, youth groups, march-
ing bands, re-enactors, 
former Village staff, dig-
nitaries and many others 
to showcase their or-
ganization in this truly 
unique and high-profile 
event.  In 2001, they  wel-
comed about 5000 visitors 
at the 40th anniversary cele-
brations.

UPPER CANADA VILLAGE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU 
AND YOUR GROUP TO COME OUT, JOIN THE PARADE 
AND HELP MAKE HISTORY!

If you have any questions or if your group wishes to assist 
with the parade as volunteers, please call GABRIELE THO-
MAS, Upper Canada Village, (613) 543-3704 or 
gabriele.thomas@parks.on.ca.  For more information about 
Upper Canada Village, visit our website at 
www.uppercanadavillage.com.$

mailto:gabriele.thomas@parks.on.ca
mailto:gabriele.thomas@parks.on.ca
http://www.uppercanadavillage.com
http://www.uppercanadavillage.com
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May 5th, 2011  Meeting  of  the  Glengarry  Historical  So-
ciety
President  Allan Macdonell opens the meeting and asks the 
secretary, Richard Bleile, to summarize the minutes of the pre-
vious April meeting. The minutes are accepted by the members 
after Basil McCormick seconds the secretaryʼs motion.
David Anderson does his customary welcoming of the new 
faces.
Announcements:

- There is a tentative plan to hold the annual June picnic at 
the Ridgewood just east of Lancaster.

- Rodney Brown will perform two concerts at the Nor 
Westers & Loyalists museum on Monday May 23rd (3 pm 
and 7 pm).

- Another review of Royce MacGillivrayʼs Dictionary of 
Glengarry Biography is about to appear. This one by 
Robert Lochiel Fraser.

Don Wood presents his treasurerʼs report which is seconded by 
William MacMillan and approved by the membership.
Bruce McPherson is called upon to introduce the featured 
speaker for the evening, Gordon Scott Campbell.  Mr. Camp-
bellʼs subject is that of  “Crown-Aboriginal treaty making in 
Glengarry and beyond: from the Royal Proclamation of 1763 to 
the Maa-Nulth First Nations Final Agreement of 2011”.
Gordon Scott Campbell proves to be very well prepared to lead 
the GHS audience to a valid view of this complex issue. There 
are 616 First Nations. With a wide scope from the east coast 
(where the history of contact is much longer) to Pacific coast 
and regions in between Mr. Campbell highlights three main 
considerations: aboriginal title (ceding of title), aboriginal rights, 
and straight rights.  The concept of membership  in a collectivity 
determines who can exercise Treaty Rights. The Royal Proc-
lamation of 1763 was a watershed document. The intention 
was to try to stop unchecked expansion and establish that only 
the Crown could buy land from natives. The Royal Proclama-
tion meant that treaties didnʼt have to be signed anymore for 
Glengarry because the area covered went as far west as John-
stown (Cornwall). Campbell leads the talk through a number of 
avenues on the topic. As he draws to the completion of the 
discourse he emphasizes that the really important thing is that 
of respect: you start and finish with respect for each other. 
In characteristic meaningful terms indicating insightful appre-
ciation and interest in the subject, David Anderson supple-
ments the considerations by pointing out the relevance of 
western jurisprudence and the Age of Enlightenment. He aug-
ments his  thanks to the speaker by presenting him with an en-
ticing jar of maple syrup. And Gordon Scott  Campbellʼs feelings 
of elation are boosted even more as he realizes that  his wife in 
the audience has not fallen to slumber while having heard yet 
another of his dissertations.
Basil McCormick adjourns the meeting. Much follow-up ex-
change continues during the partaking of refreshments pro-
vided by the generous contributions of thoughtful souls under 
the coordinating skills on the lunch convenor, Suzanne Bujold 
and her smiling team of helpful volunteers. Most go on their 
ways feeling happy and informed and a bit more social.

! ! Richard Bleile  (recording secretary)

Become a Member
Membership in the Historical Society means  you are 
an integral part in preserving local history.  You are 
invited to each of the regular meetings, which usually 
feature an interesting guest speaker or presentation.  
You will receive the Newsletter (several per year), and 
advance notice of Historical Society events. Member-
ship in the Glengarry Historical Society is $20 ($25, 
Family) annually, or $200 Lifetime membership. The 
Glengarry Historical Society is an affiliate of the On-
tario Historical Society. 

What’s Happening ??
Stay up to date with coming events of the GHS, the 
Glengarry Pioneer Museum and the NorʼWesters and 
Loyalist Museum by regularly checking the GHS website 
Museums/Events section.
www.glengarryhistoricalsociety.com
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