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Help Save a Tree
We encourage the use of electronic mail to help us control 
costs.  Please submit your email address if you are comfort-
able with this format.  You will also be able to enjoy the 
newsletter in full colour rather than just B&W.
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Next Meeting

 Date/Time: Thursday, May 6, 8PM

Place: The Sir John Johnson Manor

	 House,  Williamstown

 Subject: The Scots and Palatines,

 and the Mohawk Valley Trip, 2010

Photos from the collection 
of  the Glengarry Pioneer 
Museum

Guest Speakers: Edward Kipp and George Anderson will 
speak on the the Scots and Palatines in the Mohawk Valley and 
then on a selection of Mohawk Valley Historic sites relevant to 
this  yearʼs coming Manor House Tour. They are conducting an-
other Mohawk Valley Bus Trip, September 26-29, 2010, for the 
Manor House Committee of the Sir John Johnson National His-
toric Site of Williamstown. This Committee helps to preserve the 
Loyalist Manor House built by Sir John Johnson, founder and 
commander of the King's Royal Regiment of New York.  The trip 
will be in memory of  Doris Ferguson UE, who was a descendent 
of Sir John Johnson, and a pillar of the Sir John Johnson Manor 
House Committee and of the St. Lawrence Branch of the United 
Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada (UELAC). 
The tour will begin at the Manor House in Williamstown and travel 
east  to Montreal to visit  St. Stephen's Church, Chambly and the 
Sir John Johnson Vault on Mont-Saint Gregoire. St. Stephen's 
Church has the original bell which Sir John Johnson donated in 
1822. The Sir John Johnson Branch is restoring the vault  where 
Sir Johnson and several family members is buried.
The Mohawk Valley visits will tentatively be: 

St. George's Church and the Vale Cemetery in Schenectady

Fort  Johnson, Guy Park Manor; the Old Stone Fort  in 
Schoharie 
Trinity Lutheran Church
Johnson Hall, the Fulton County Courthouse and 
other historic sites in historic Johnstown 
Fort  Klock, the Indian Castle Church,  the Herkimer 
Home, the Oriskany Battlefield and Fort Stanwix. 

Sir William Johnson, the father of Sir John Johnson, 
founded St.  George's Church. Members of the tour will 
see where the pew of Sir William Johnson was once situ-

http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/New+York
http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/New+York
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Trinity+Lutheran+Church
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Trinity+Lutheran+Church
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Images from the Cornwall Public Library Digital 
Collection, courtesy the S,D&G Historical Society

ated,  and then be able to view the grave of Clarissa Putman 
in the Vale Cemetery. A visit  will be made to Guy Park Manor, 
the home of Guy Johnson, a nephew of Sir William Johnson. 
The next stop will be Fort Johnson, the second home of Sir 
William Johnson. The trip will pause at Butlersbury, the home 
of Loyalist Colonel John Butler,  the commander of Butler's 
Rangers. 
The tour continues with a visit to Johnson Hall which was the 
home of Sir William Johnson and Molly Brant. Sir John John-
son also lived there before he fled to Canada. Afterwards the 
trip will pass by the Schoharie Creek area, Queen Ann Par-
sonage and the Clarissa Putnam Home. Clarissa Putnam 
lived in this house after she and Sir John Johnson each went 
their separate ways. Queen Ann Parsonage was the home of 
Loyalist Reverend John Stuart. The Schoharie Creek area 
contains plaques to Fort Hunter, the East Indian Castle and 
Queen Ann Chapel. The communion set from Queen Ann 
Chapel was taken to Canada during the Revolution. The next 
visit will be to the Old Stone Fort at Schoharie which was the 
site of one of the battles of  Sir John Johnson's Mohawk Val-
ley raids.
The tour will then pass the Johnstown Battlefield where the 
last  battle of the American Revolution occurred before visit-
ing the Fulton County Courthouse and the Johnstown His-
toric Quadrangle.  The Quadrangle contains the grave of Sir 
William Johnson and several historic sites. The Fulton 
County Courthouse is where Sir John and his Scottish re-
tainers had to surrender their arms to the rebels in 1776. Its 
bell was rung when Walter Butler was killed at West Canada 
Creek after the Battle of Johnstown. St. John Church was 
founded by Sir William Johnson. The Old Colonial Cemetery 
contains some graves of Loyalist forebears. Afterwards in 
Johnstown the tour will pass by the historic Knox Mansion, 
Jimmy Burke's Tavern and Fort Johnstown. The Knox Family 
developed Knox gelatin. The historic Jimmy Burke's Tavern 
is the home of the local branch of the Daughters  of the 
American Revolution. During the 1999 Loyalist  tour, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the Loyalists en-
joyed tea and a friendship cake here. Fort Johnstown was 
built by Sir John Johnson and used by the rebels during the 
American Revolution. The bus will then proceed along the 

Mohawk River via Palatine Bridge to Stone Arabia.  At Stone 
Arabia visits will be made to Trinity Lutheran Church and the 
Dutch Reformed Church. People will also be given time to 
explore both cemeteries.
The trip will pause by the Old Palatine Church which was 
built on land granted to the church by the Nellis Family. The 
next  stop will be Fort  Klock. Some members of the Klock 
Family were Loyalists.  Afterwards the bus will pause at the 
Fort  Klock's Battlefield. Sir John's Yorkers fought the Battle of 
Fort  Klock during one of  his raids into the Mohawk Valley. 
The tour will then pass Nellis Tavern. Loyalist Henry Nellis is 
descended from this family.
The bus will also pause by the Montgomery County Archives 
and the Fort Herkimer Church. The Fort Herkimer Church is 
featured in the historical novel and film "Drums Along the 
Mohawk." The next visit will be the Oriskany Battlefield His-
toric site. Here there will be an account of one of the bloodi-
est  battles of the American Revolution where brother fought 
brother. The final visit of the tour will be to Fort Stanwix which 
British General Leger failed to take during the American 
Revolution.  After lunch the next stop will be the duty free and 
then onto Williamstown.
Edward Kipp  and George Anderson have conducted several 
historical and genealogical trips to the Mohawk and Hudson 
Vallleys.

Edward Kipp is a retired librarian. He dedicates his "spare" 
time to genealogy, photography, gardening and computers. 
He volunteers for the Ottawa Branch OGS and the Friends of 
the Library and Archives Canada book sorting group. He is 
also involved in organizing genealogy seminars and confer-
ences in Ottawa.  His web site is: www.kipp-blake-families.ca

After graduating from Char Lan District  High School George 
Anderson obtained a Bachelor of  Commerce from Concor-
dia University and a Certified Management Accounting De-
gree. He had served in private industry, various federal gov-
ernment  departments and with The Board of Auditors of  the 
United Nations. Since retirement he had held various posi-
tions in the United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada 
at the local and national levels.

http://www.kipp-blake-families.ca/
http://www.kipp-blake-families.ca/
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The Green Valley Presentation on April 8, after a brief introduction by 
Maurice Gauthier, Ron Lajoie gave an informative and entertaining overview of the 
history of Green Valley to an audience of approximately 100 people.

Ron started off by explaining that although he is more a ʻstorianʼ  than a ʻhisto-
rianʼ, the more he delved into the history of Green Valley, the more interesting it has 
become to him.  He started his stories at the very beginning when Green Valley 
was a ʻB&B&Bʼ,  a bed and breakfast  and booze on the road between Lancaster 
and Hawkesbury, run by Mary MacDonald.  He described what he called the first 
and second waves of immigrants to Green Valley.  First the Scots came in the early 
development of Glengarry, founding Green Valley 132 years ago.  Gradually the 
French displaced the Scots becoming an overwhelming majority in the early 1900s.  
Ron described how his own ancestors ʻloaded the wagons with family and furniture, 
tied on the cows, horses,  pigs and chickensʼ  and made, what was at  the time, the 
long and difficult journey down from Greenfield to take up  residence at newly pur-
chased farm on the 8th concession.  Ron used a map  of the concession roads and 
their features to show how so much of the history of the area has developed 
around the 8th concession.  He then recounted how the ʻRegulation 17ʼ law, limiting 
the teaching of French in Ontario was opposed in Green Valley (and other areas) 
until it was finally overturned.  

Today Green Valley is continuing its ongoing transformation and is reverting 
back to a primarily English speaking area; nonetheless,  the Francophone influence 
on the development of the area will always remain.  Ending off the presentation, 
Ron described the scenes in photographs of latter day Green Valley, some shown 
below.

Coming Events

Glengarry Pioneer Museum Annual 
General Meeting 
Date: Friday, April 23, 2010, 7:00 PM 
Location: Dunvegan Recreation Hall 
Contact email: 
info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca 
Contact phone: 613-527-5230 

The Annual General Meeting is open to 
anyone interested in museum business; 
however, the evening will also include a 
special guest speaker and pot luck din-
ner. It's a great way to meet the commit-
tee, and socialize with the growing mu-
seum community. 

Glengarry Pioneer Museum Opening 
Weekend 
Date: Saturday, May 22, 2010,10:00 AM 
Location: Glengarry Pioneer Museum 
Contact email: 
info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca 
Contact phone: (613) 527-5230 

Spring is in the air, so come check out 
the new exhibits and get a tour of the 
site. 

Nor'Westers and Loyalist Museum 
Opening Exhibit 
Date: Saturday, May 22, 2010,10:00 AM 
Location: Nor'Westers and Loyalist  
Museum, Williamstown 
Contact email: museum@bellnet.ca 
Contact phone: (613) 347-3547 

Museum Opening Exhibit - From the 
Collection

David Anderson thanks Ron Lajoie 
after the presentation

mailto:info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca
mailto:info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca
mailto:info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca
mailto:info@glengarrypioneermuseum.ca
mailto:museum@bellnet.ca
mailto:museum@bellnet.ca
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In January,  2007, Henrietta T. O'Neill began the journey which would culminate 
in the true story of sacrifice, devotion and remembrance...Finding Bill.   Henri-
etta and Joe O'Neill, her husband of 36 years, live in Leamington, Ontario.
As a child growing up  on a farm on RR#2, Alexandria, Henrietta listened in-
tently to dinner table stories about her parents' lives before and after WWII...so 
many fascinating tales of hardship, struggle and bravery as they persevered 
against all odds.
And she never tired of the accounts of the family legend, Bill O'Neill,  a Cana-
dian soldier who briefly stayed in her parents' tiny home in Holland during the 
war.  Impressed by his kindness and evident  bravery and sacrifice, her parents 
gave him a copy of their wedding portrait  so he would always remember them. 
 This chance encounter contributed to her parents' decision to move to Can-
ada.
Henrietta certainly never forgot; Bill O'Neill had virtually permeated her sub-
conscious.   In fact, when she became a young woman living in Canada and 
met  a man with the same surname as O'Neill, she couldn't help  but wonder if 
her instant attraction was partly for that reason.
After marrying and raising her own children, Henrietta couldn't wait any longer; 
the time had come to find Bill O'Neill and tell him of his legacy - before it was 
too late.
ʻfinding Billʼ  is available at the Second Time Around bookstore,  58 Main St.,  
Alexandria,  525-9940, or at the Manulife Office, 6 George St. E., Alexandria, 
525-3737
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A Generous Donation

Onagh Ross made a generous donation of 
$430 to the Glengarry Historical Society.  Onagh 
has had more than an interest in books her entire 
life,  participating in the Glengarry Pioneer Mu-
seum booksale, the Williamstown Fair booksale, 
and most recently operating Onaghʼs Book Nook 
bookstore in Martintown. The Society extents its 
sincere thanks.

PROCLAMATION

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greetings!
Let all and sundry know that the Wintering Partners 
of your 

GLENGARRY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
do repose great confidence in our trusty and loyal 
companion

GAY HAMILTON of Williamstown.
We do this day accept the wishes of the Museum 
nominating committee, and by  virtue of the powers 
delineated in our constitution, declare our approba-
tion of her  appointment to the chairship of our

NOR'WESTERS & LOYALIST MUSEUM
[By touch of Raisin River paddle, we do signify and 
proclaim the dignity of your office.]
[Rise, Dame Gay, and receive the gavel of your 
authority.]

[Three cheers!]
Sig: Glengarry Historical Society, president
Sig: Nor'Westers & Loyalist Museum, chair
Witnesseth:

At Williamstown, this 27th day of March in the year of 
our Lord 2010 

Glengarry Historical Society Treasurer Don 
Wood accepts the donation from Onagh Ross.


